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It certainly has been an exciting few months for the Tiny House sector.
Think back to the start of 2020 when it seemed everyone was getting notices to fix
and there was a lot of anger and confusion in the air. The pandemic quickly took
priority which saw 'tiny housers' a chance to relax and breath. It did also show just
how bad housing equality is in New Zealand, and the insane inflation and housing
crisis has brought housing affordability front and centre with the government saying
no idea is off the table.

For the past few months the NZTHA has been working as a key stakeholder in a
working group with MBIE to provide guidance documentation for Tiny Houses which
will help clear up some of the confusion and provide clear answers of what does and
doesn't require building consent. Whilst there isn't too much I can share here yet
until MBIE release the documentation, let's just say it is a huge step forward for the
tiny house community.

Additionally, I had the chance to meet with MP Angie Warren-Clarke and Rebecca
McClean from Tiny House Builders in Katikati, to discuss the challenges we are
facing and what assistance the government can provide. It was brought to light that
the petition by Andrew Crisp that did the rounds early 2020 is now under review by a
select committee and until that review process is finalised there is nothing further
we can do - however the government has taken notice and is looking into tiny
houses as a legitimate option.

WORDS FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON

Kyron Gosse
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NZTHA AGM REMINDER - APPLICATIONS FOR
CHAIRPERSON (OPEN)

Annual General Meeting - Tuesday 31st August 2021, 7:30pm
The AGM will be held on Zoom and you must be registered - you can register here.

We are also looking for nominations from volunteers wishing to take officers roles
within the committee of the association, most notably the chairperson's position.
Nominations for this position close on the 16th of August, so if you would like to
be considered for the Chairperson's position; please email admin@nztha.org for
further details on what the role entails and how to apply.

Please also email Cassie on admin@nztha.org to put forward any motions,
questions, or points of interest for the meeting, by 21st August.

EVENTS

NZTHA AGM

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsd--pqzgsHdbf__Oob88xH2mfb0zflAdm


EVENTS

TINY HOUSE EXPO

New Zealand’s largest tiny house event is back for 2021. 
Proudly sponsored by OneRoof, the Tiny House Expo will take place on Friday 29
and Saturday 30 October at Auckland Showgrounds (formerly ASB Showgrounds).
 
This years two-day event expects to welcome over 10,000 attendees through its
doors to check out the latest innovative products from over 100 exhibitors and
over 35 tiny houses on display at the Tiny House Village – including tiny homes
from many of New Zealand’s most popular builders. 

On Saturday, visitors will also have the opportunity to hear from tiny house
dwellers, builders and experts at the Conference which runs in parallel with the
Expo. 

“With a housing market that continues to make it increasingly
difficult for people to own their first home, it’s no surprise that
Kiwis are turning to alternative ways of living. Tiny houses
aren't just a niche option anymore – they’re increasingly
becoming a more viable solution for everyday Kiwis who want
to own the home they live in. Who wouldn’t want to create a
way of life that’s not only affordable but also self-sufficient,
sustainable, and creative”.
- Sharla May, founder and director of the Tiny House Expo. 

This year’s keynote speaker is none
other than Bryce Langston, Kiwi host
of the popular YouTube web series
'Living Big in a Tiny House', which has
over 4 million subscribers on YouTube. 
Bryce has met and interviewed tiny
house dwellers around the globe and
will share his extensive experience at
the conference. 
Bryce will be joined by other inspiring
speakers who will share their tiny
living stories. (Image credit - Sharla May)



A new addition to the event this year is the Tiny House Award, set to acknowledge
the movers and shakers in the world of 'tiny house design and build' in New Zealand.
Awards entries are now open and will close on the 25th of August. The winners will
be announced at during the Tiny House Conference, on Saturday 30th October. 
The Tiny House Expo and Conference has come a long way since its humble
beginnings in 2017 when seventy people attended the event. The rapid 5000%
growth over 5 years, highlights the popularity of the tiny house movement in New
Zealand - and the movement is unlikely to slow down anytime soon.

More Information
Event Website: www.tinyhouseexpo.co.nz
Tiny House Expo Exhibitors: https://www.tinyhouseexpo.co.nz/expo-line-up 
Tiny House Conference Speakers: https://www.tinyhouseexpo.co.nz/2021-speakers
Tiny House Awards: https://www.tinyhouseexpo.co.nz/tiny-house-awards 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT

NZ Tiny House Expo
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BCATS - SKILLSEC COURSE REVIEW

Cassie Wright

I recently completed a 14-week, NZ Certificate in Building Construction and Allied
Trades Skills (BCATS, Level 3) through Skillsec in Dunedin. 
While their other courses are primarily for 16-19 year olds, this one is open to all
ages. It is funded through TTAF (Targeted Training and Apprentices Fund), meaning
learners of all ages can undertake vocational education and training without fees
(NZ residents). It felt silly not to take advantage of the opportunity, so I applied - 
 hoping my interior design knowledge and charm would overshadow my lack of
practical building experience (clearly, it worked).

After materials getting delayed pushed the start date back by a couple of weeks, 12
of us - a wide range of ages and experiences - got acquainted with health + safety,
tool inductions, paperwork, and our new home for the next 3 months. 
Within the first couple of weeks, we had painted Mulseal (bitumen based emulsion,
used in this case as a thermal break) on the frame, laid the ply floor and Expol
insulation (and "Mulseal'd" the back of that as a vapour barrier), started to get the
SIP (Structural Insulated Panels, metal-skinned in this case) walls fixed into place,
and were down to 10 students.

The next few weeks saw us adding the lofts (panels); closing in the shell; cutting out
and installing the windows/door; putting roof panels up; losing our tutor to a pretty
nasty concussion (at his own house, even) and floundering for a month before one
of the previous TH course students came to help; running the electrical wires; and
building the bathroom service/cavity walls (plumbing was done by a third party).



Some days we were averaging around 5 students per
day - momentum definitely seemed to be waning. In
saying that; once the shell was completed, staircases
were in, and (flat-pack) cabinetry started taking their
rightful places, it felt like we were finally getting
somewhere. 
As we were nearing the end, it was clear it wasn't
going to be completed on time. A few of us decided to
stay on for a week or two, to help get it finished. For
three of us (including the one who'd done the previous
TH), that turned into a month longer than the course.

My personal takeaways:

- My main reason for doing it was specifically for tiny
houses - "why is this material chosen over that"?,
"how can we make this multi-functional AND
aesthetically pleasing AND weight-conscious AND cost-
effective"? Often, it felt like "just a building course,
that happened to be building a tiny" (which, to be fair,
it is). I didn't get a lot of the "why's", and those I did, I
already knew from being around the community for a
while. 

- Would I do it again? Maybe. There were a few
frustrations (some within control and some not).
However, having access to tools, materials, industry
knowledge and clever people was invaluable. I really
enjoyed the practical side, and I'm keen to explore a
career in the industry (bonus if it could combine tiny
houses AND interior design).

- Combining structure, cladding, insulation and wall
linings (using metal-skinned SIPs) undeniably save
time and fuss, and so money. Of course, that is
tempered with limited options (colours, surface
finishes, fridge-like appearance...), and potentially
terrible acoustics and liveability (I'm happy to be
proven wrong)?

- Finishing and detail-work is my jam. Give me a paint
brush with about six bristles and I'm happy as! Haha.



I'm pretty chuffed with the end result, it looks amazing. I'm proud
of the effort I put in, the decisions I got to make (self-appointed
"designer"), and the extra time I chose to stay on. Hanging around
until the flooring finally went down made it absolutely worth
seeing it all but finished.
- Cassie Wright.

(Image credits - Cassie Wright)



The Global Working Group
The NZTHA is working as one of the key stakeholders in a global working group in discussions
with ASTM (American Standards for Testing and Materials) around creating a Global Standard
for Tiny Houses. This has been super exciting and as such we reached out to a couple of our
global friends to shed the light on how tiny houses are viewed and legislated within their
countries. 

TINY HOUSES: A GLOBAL MOVEMENT

Janet Thome + Janine Stachan

How are tiny houses viewed by your country’s
authorities?

I will frame it by talking about moveable tiny houses on
wheels and skids, as opposed to tiny houses on
foundations. The reason to make this distinction is
because tiny houses on foundations, albeit small, are
legal through various planning frameworks in Australia.
Tiny houses on wheels are deemed as caravans and as
such are generally not permitted to be lived in
permanently. However, there have been a couple of
landmark decisions to allow people to live in a 'caravan’
in a few local council areas. Tiny houses on wheels are
generally not covered by Australia’s National
Construction Code Volume 2 – Building Code of Australia
(BCA) because they are not secured to the land. Where
they are secured to the land they can then be assessed as
a dwelling and could be issued with a building permit, if
they complied with other necessary elements of the BCA.

Janine Stachan - President 
Australian Tiny House Association. 

Tell us a bit more about your organisation and the work you do.

The Australian Tiny House Association (ATHA) is focussed on the legalisation of living
permanently in tiny houses. We are launching a Tiny House Champion campaign to raise
awareness on the problems of attaining affordable housing in Australia and the solutions
that tiny houses on wheels and skids can play in alternative housing.
ATHA has developed and released a Tiny House Construction Guide for use by builders and
DIYs, which provides guidance on safety and structural integrity of moveable tiny houses. 



We have also produced an Alternative Local Law for promoting permanent living in tiny
houses, and a Local Planning Policy template to seek planning reform.
We are also involved in the development of a wastewater management guide for moveable
tiny houses, where they are not connected to sewer.

What are the biggest challenges you face in making tiny houses a legitimate option for
people to live in?
The absence of moveable tiny houses in State and Local Government regulatory housing
typology causes uncertainty for the regulators about what they are talking about. This raises
the question about what are these structures – caravans or houses, or a hybrid between the
two. We need to influence societal acceptance of a person's right to have a safe place to
dwell, and support those in need. Unfortunately there are those in our society who hold a
view that tiny houses will have a negative impact on surrounding land values and lifestyles.
We need to move from a "not in my backyard" to a "yes in my backyard" society, to provide
housing choice as we experience a housing crisis.

What is your involvement in the development of a Global Standard for tiny houses? And
what do you hope it can achieve for the Australian Tiny House Sector?
The ATHA has been invited to participate in the development of a global standard for tiny
houses on wheels and skids. Other countries participating include: the United States, Canada,
England, Spain, New Zealand, Italy and China, where country representatives are asked for
their input on the need to develop a global tiny house construction standard. All the countries
are experiencing a similar situation with tiny houses not fitting neatly into current
regulations. The intent is to scope the need for the development of a tiny house construction
code and submit a proposal to ASTM International (an international standards writing
organisation) and include relevant standards, where appropriate.
To date, the scoping paper has been developed and has now been submitted to ASTM
International to determine if they will accept the request to create a dedicated Tiny House
Construction Committee, with attached sub-committees.
The Global standard allows for individual countries to modify for their regulatory frameworks.
At ATHA, we hope that by developing a Global Standard for tiny house construction will
increase the regulatory acceptance of moveable tiny houses in Australia and become the 'go
to' standard for tiny house construction.



Janet Thome - Founder & President  
Tiny House Alliance USA

My name is Janet Thome and I am the founder and
President of Tiny House Alliance USA, a 501 3 (c)
nonprofit charity. I am a tiny house consultant and I
have a small tiny house village in the state of
Washington.

The Mission Of Tiny House Alliance USA is to build tiny
houses with collaborative partners and to foster and
transform vacant, abandoned, and distressed
properties into vibrant tiny home communities that
will transform neighborhoods into a valuable asset for
the community.

Fulfilling The Need For Appropriate, Attainable, And Affordable Housing, Encouraging
Multi-Generational Living.
The Tiny House Alliance USA will be an educational center for the industry, documenting the
history and the progress of tiny houses.
 
It is our desire to broaden home-ownership, promote all life and safety building standards,
and to encourage our youth to learn math skills by building tiny houses and to pursue work
trades for the continued development of the tiny house industry.
 
We are dedicated to advance the tiny house industry through education and uniting all
related services and resources to support tiny houses as a viable option for housing.
 
I am also leading the exploratory initiative with ASTM to develop global standards for tiny
houses. ASTM is the largest ANSI Accredited Standards Developer in the world.

They have been in existence for over 120 years, they have published over 13,000 standards,
have 140 technical committees and we have been working with new business development
to propose our initiative to COTCO, the governing board that grants new committees.

We are hoping they will grant us a new committee just for tiny houses. 150 countries have
the possibility of participating with us. We have proposed to develop standards on tiny
houses on wheels, on a foundation, micro-grid utilities, tiny house communities, tiny house
products, a global quality assurance program, and more.



Learn more about the ASTM Tiny House Standards Proposal
https://www.tinyhouseallianceusa.org/tiny-house-standards-proposal-approved/
ASTM has recently developed standards for Cannabis, Nanotechnology, and 3D printing.

The Scope Of Our New Tiny House Committee:
The focus of this committee is the development and maintenance of voluntary consensus
standards for tiny houses, with attention to safety, quality, uniformity, reliability, consumer
confidence, and ethical business practices, including, but not limited to, best building
practices, test methods, certification, a global quality assurance program, requirements and
auditing of 3rd parties that provide plan review and inspect tiny houses, tiny house
community developments, micro-grid utilities, and minimum construction requirements.
The work of this committee will be coordinated with other ASTM technical committees and
other national and international organizations having mutual or related interests.

All Across the World There Is a Global Debate. Is a Tiny House on Wheels a Vehicle or a
Building?
A tiny house on wheels can be either or both, it is a hybrid. The ASTM Tiny House Standards
Committee will devise procedures that will not only satisfy the regulations and requirements
for road safety but can meet the foundation requirements that a jurisdiction may stipulate
for full-time living with the added benefit of being mobile, permanent, and mobile again for
tiny houses on wheels.

Tiny Houses Are Lacking Unified Industry Standards
At this time, there is not one unified industry standard that is recognized for tiny houses on a
foundation or on wheels, and each country, district, province, state, jurisdiction, consumer,
bank, insurance agency, builder, etc... could have a different definition and criteria to deny
or allow them.
In the US, most builders are building tiny houses on wheels to the NFPA 1192 Standard or the
Park Model Standard, ANSI 119.5 for the ability to have them certified and registered, obtain
a Vin number and a title.
Building tiny houses to RV standards is now seen as a threat by the Recreational Vehicle
Industry and they are now lobbying against the tiny house industry to create a clear
separation from temporary use that RVs are intended for and permanent living that tiny
houses are built primarily for.

https://www.tinyhouseallianceusa.org/tiny-house-standards-proposal-approved/


Appendix Q Tiny House
Appendix Q Tiny Houses was approved for inclusion in the 2018 International Residential
Code ( IRC ) building code to provide regulations and standards for tiny houses on a
foundation that is 400 square feet or less.
Appendix Q relaxes various requirements in the body of the code as they apply to tiny houses
that are 400 square feet or less.
 
Attention is specifically paid to features such as compact stairs, including hand rails and
headroom, ladders, reduced ceiling heights in lofts, and guard and emergency escape and
rescue opening requirements of lofts.
The International Residential Code is a comprehensive, stand-alone residential code that
creates minimum regulations for one-and two-family dwellings of three stories or less.
https://www.tinyhouseallianceusa.org/appendix-q/
Tiny houses on wheels are one of our greatest challenges for acceptance and the zoning is all
over the map in the different geographical areas.

https://www.tinyhouseallianceusa.org/tiny-houses-on-wheels-barriers-to-living-legally/

Globally, we share common challenges for the allowance of tiny houses. Defining tiny houses
and developing standards with ASTM that are unique to the tiny house industry will
eliminate the barriers that tiny houses are facing and will establish uniformity and the
universal acceptance that tiny houses are a viable housing solution. 

This will also close the gaps of the grey areas and the unchecked loopholes that plague the tiny
house industry at this time because of a lack of standards.
We Envision a World Where Legislators, Building Code Officials, Builders, and Consumers No
Longer Have to Weave the Mass Confusion of Conflicting Codes and Standards for Tiny Houses.

In collaboration with ASTM, tiny house standards will profoundly change the future and will
open the flood gates for affordable and attainable housing, and will broaden the dream of
homeownership.

The tiny house industry shares the mission of ASTM to promote public health and safety,
support the protection and sustainability of the environment, and the overall quality of life,
contributing to the reliability of material products, systems, services and to facilitate
international, regional, and national commerce.

https://www.tinyhouseallianceusa.org/appendix-q/
https://www.tinyhouseallianceusa.org/tiny-houses-on-wheels-barriers-to-living-legally/


Tell us about yourself and why you went Tiny:
I first came across tiny living about 10 years ago and was intrigued. A few years later I had
choices to make about a change of career and realised that tiny equated to flexibility in
other decisions. Going tiny allows me to live very affordably in a light, warm, beautiful
space with amazing views. At the moment I am planning to have a work free year in 2023
and this is possible because of tiny living.

Why did you join the NZTHA?
I'm really keen to see legislation change in relation to Tiny Houses. We should be able to
have certainty about the legislation that applies and not be at the mercy of each individual
council. For tiny living to really take off, this needs to happen.

MEET OUR MEMBERS

Kelly O’Dea

Image credits www.livingbiginatinyhouse.com

Image credits www.livingbiginatinyhouse.com

Tell us about your tiny house:
Name: First Light Tiny House
Architect: First Light Studio
Builder: Build Tiny
Size: 7.2 x 2.4m
Features: Black corrugated iron cladding,
plywood interior, stainless steel fittings
Design Idea: Refined tramping hut



What’s your favourite part of tiny house life?
With a house specifically designed for me and how I live, I have everything I need and nothing
I don't. The space just fits me and how I live. Cleaning time per week = 12 minutes! Reading
time per week = hours and hours!

What would you like to see in the future for the NZ Tiny House Community?
At the moment I am loving my peaceful country location but in future I would love to be part
of a well-designed tiny house village. I'm excited about what this might look like in Aotearoa.

Image credits www.livingbiginatinyhouse.com



NZ'S BIGGEST TH SURVEY

The results are in

Image credit - www.houseme.co.nz
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Off the back of working with MBIE as part of the Tiny House Working Group, the NZTHA
initiated the first ever tiny house survey. The survey was sent out through our
database, along with our partners databases. We had 447 respondents.

DO YOU CURRENTLY LIVE IN A TINY HOUSE?

I plan to live in a tiny house
58.2%

I live/own a tiny house
30.1%

Other
5.7%

I used to live in a tiny house but no longer
1.3%

Tiny House Enthusiast
4.7%

"78.5% of those living tiny cited the council/authorities
being their biggest challenge with living tiny"



7 - 10m
53.8%

10 - 12.5m
23.3%

5 - 7m
12.2%

12.5m +
7.4%

<5m
3.3%

2.55 - 3.1m
47.2%

3.1m+
18.6%

<2.55m
17.1%

2.55m
17.1%

How long is your tiny house? How wide is your tiny house?

NZ'S BIGGEST TH SURVEY

The results are in
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Contracted my own builder 

Purchased it second hand 

Built it myself 

Tiny House Company 

How  was your tiny house built?



NZ TINY HOUSE ASSOCIATION 

Member  Statistics 
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A big thank you to our corporate sponsors for supporting the NZTHA
and the work they are doing for the NZ Tiny House community

Newsletter
20th October 2021 - Copy deadline
31st October 2021 - Electronic publishing date

AGM - Tuesday 31st August 2021, 7:30pm

NZ Tiny House Conference - 29th October 2021
NZ Tiny House Expo - 29th & 30th October 2021

NZ TINY HOUSE ASSOCIATION 

Deadlines and Events


